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GyOrgy Schwajda: National anthem

Tragicomedy in two parts
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Characters: 3 men, 2 women

Revival: Dlayvhouse
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The unorthedox structure of this play co

ul
prhcps be begt defined by the term "theme with

is constructed chiefly of the early morning

dialogues of 2 married couple living in the
riphery of socliety. Conversstiion is restiricted

%o what heppened during the previous night.
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The husband, a factory worker, comes home regularly
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before midnight after a long day’s work and boozing.
He wakes the three kids up exactly at midnight and
the family & ings the Tationgl anthem torether.

them all & happy new day the man goes to
sleep in the cosl-scuttle so tha t his wife can
waze nim at four in the morning. Then they drink their
coffee together, the wife tells him what heprened
the previous dzy a&s he doesn’t remember a single

th

Nng.
Thies is the usueal deily routine. Their words,
gestures all speak of love, harmony and understand-

ing between them.
However, the neighbourhood puts & sto
this idyll, thoy want to depive the msn of his®

only pleasure. The neighbours report them to the

volice; it is not only the noise they mske, but
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report them merely out of helpfulness, they
only want to help when ant the
public guardianship authori
violently, there’s no way to evasde it.
One night the man doersn’t come home, he
does not even have time for dropping in to sing
the Wetional anthem. The mo onversation

thank them for their h zled them all.

He is telling about it all dispassionately. The
ife is also much more worried about them having

migsed the anthem ow they cen make up for the

pefore they could

&
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e
be through the woman collepses to the ground, dead.



