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Today, 21. June 1983, lrs. J.D. visited me requesting me tospeak into a

casette, all that I remeaber about A = Hamna Szenes, =

I am 81 years old, and it is painful for me to0 recall those ghastly HENE
memories to my mind about poor, dear A and her dear mother, lrs.

K S « The latter, K Sz from Haifa, has been and is

still my dearest friend. Ve are in comstant correspondence, and her
latest letter, dated from 25. é&ay; 1983 arrived just a few days ago.
As m) words may add to dear A s memory, - I will do it gladly.

I was a young university student, studying in Scotland, - when I became

a friend of the EBX Sz femily. The father, Mr. B Sz was &
famous play wrighigrin Budapest, end I wanted to have one of his excellent
plays to be performed in Iondon, so I contacted him, when I was at home
on holidays; we have become great friends, with him and his femily, wife,
grammy, the two children, - all of whom were adorasble ! - It is no wonderX%
that A became a megnificant young girl, as the whole family were
outstandingly clever and sweet characters!

It seems, that my life was interwoven with the life of Sz family, -
and I want to mention only one or two items of this.

After my graduation I opened a state~licensed "Inglish-Hungarian School®
in Budepest, and the two Sz chiléren 3 Gy t that is G s B0
A y his younger sister became my students as well, and they were
adored by their teechers and school-fellows.

I cammot resist recalling an incident sbout Gy , /aebout 12 years old/,
who asked his granny to pack him every day en enormous amount of ten
o*elock lunch, and when he was asked, why so much, it was revealed that
he distributed most of it smong his class-mates.-

Leter, vhen A was the foremost student of the famous "Badr-lladas™
secondary school, everybody thought, she must be elected to become the
head of the school’s literary-debuting society as the most outstanding
student; - by that time the anti~Jewish propagenda was so strong, that
shfdfailad to get it, &8s she was J ewisgh; it caused her en ever aching
YVOii -

Then it was , that I tried to persusde her to go to Ingland to contime
heza‘t g'w$iea, where, - in my opinion - she was to become a world famous
poetess!i~

She answered me : "Auntie J s I want to go to Palestine, for only
there 1 HNSHIX shall be able to walk about with my head uplifted!®

Soon she left for her future country, - them : Palestine - now : Israel, -
and beceme a foremost member of it!

By thet time Hitler beceme the leader of Cermeny and war was imminent.
That induced the mother to send Gy to Lyon - France, - to study. -
mifter the wer broke out and the Germens invaded France. = Vhen Gy
evidently saw that the @emman troops would invade ILyon also, - he

wrote 7 letiers, addressed to his mother, and ssked & friend of his

to mail them one-by-one, every week, so thet his mother should not

worry about him, and left - illegally - for Spain.

Vhen K -~ the mother - found that out, - it goes without saying that
she was very much upset.-

At that time a lady frienmd of mine, was = the wife of the Hungarian
military attaché in Madrid. So, I wrote to them; - "Dear friend, we
suppose, that crossing the frontier to Spain, Gy might have been
caught, and put into an intermment camp. Please, do your utmost, -
find hims he would be surely pennyless, - get him out of the camp, .
E% some clothes for him, and put him on the first boat to Palestine,
where his sister lives.” Thank Goodness, - 80 it happened! - vag
\ found, helped and sent off to Palestine. e i 0
= e W




. . Hungary hed to wear the yellow ster on their coat -
one day Mrs. ceme to me - with star concealed -, and told me radiantys
%] shall have to move out of my home to a "star-magked houdef-but I don’t
mind , - I am overjoyed, having received a telegraum from my nhiiﬁrgn, seying
Gy arrived and we are sofely together in Palesptine!™ I am heppy!

But what she did not kuow, was,that by that time 4 wag 0 sterl - as a
British officer, heading ; gmép of brave young boys, - in three days on her
fatal trip, -« to save Jewish persons oul of Hungary.

» next heast-rendiy news was, that X wes taken by the German Cestapd to
?;ﬂim barz-aaks;mm& imes%igatod gbout her children. She thought, thgh
want to hear sbout { « alas! A o hurled into ihe room, with te
broken! - The fact was, that after perachuting from th ne, Phe and
her comredes were arrvested and brought to Dudapesi. 3

‘ & her mother ] mumerous Jewish ladies were shut into the sane
fﬂ'imnimﬁ m%g gg gﬁ%}xgﬁf wae TINTEETEmO gorey o L S RRTNEEY transferred
to an interrment cemp, - end after a while set free. =Then it was thet she

ated to me, how A *aanag to keep up the hope in oll the imgriagneﬁ
iﬁiﬁa, temga{*, the wer was coming (o ite end, and they 8ll will become
free again.

Alas ! - The last dyeadful period of "Arrow cross* rule got the upper ﬂhmd, n‘
in the suthunn of 1044, - znd the execution of Jewg X were put in motion.
Here, - by great - My Person was ggain interwoven with ¥ Ss -
- We have teken her faithful seyvani, R 3 to become our servanit. That was
when X had to live in o "marked house", togcther with her sister and
brother in law.

Then the terrible news csme out, that A was executed, - shot, - in prison
- ont the 7th November, 1944! -

That was more than one could bear ! I went with B to the Jewish marked
house, -~ bibed the concierge of the house to let me in, though mg husband
warned me not 10 do this, as I misht alsc get into %rouble. OF course, i
could not obey him.

Vhen let in, I managed to tell voor ¥ s Who was lying on the bed half deads
"Darling, I iusist you not to forget what I say now: when you feel that you
are at & loss what to do, - come 1o me ! Promicse,; you come to me!"e

It happened & few days later thet the Jews in Hungary were driven on foot

out of the country - to certain death! -

She was lying with closed eyes, half dead, - and T was afrai? she didn’t hear
me. I insisted apain, - come to me !

Just a few days later she was forced to go with o group of others to start
on & ghastly tour across Hungary on foot to be driven to & death CqliPee =
I was in a frenzy 1o txry to find her. -

By that time the house, we lived in, was invaded by a lot of peovle whe were
{ BCl ”o 3

Vhen I arrived home after trying « in vain -« o find her, - desverate, crying
= my dear mother took me to our diningeroom, - and th wes X iTter a
m{m}. ervine of joy, I insisted her to tell us eov rrehing she had to to
~ «during those ghastly days of being driven on foot out of the country.
She refused, - as my 13 years old son was also gitting with us at the table.

But I insisted and told : "I want him to hesr everything and never to forpet,
what he has heapd v ;

She told. -

Then we bathed her and put her to bed. :

But in a small family house, the people in the house started to suspect thet

I am hiding somebody. My husband told: "J s both X d you are in
danger, you must find out someth:

RIS L€
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Imckily I had a dear friend, Tr. M D , the chief-surgeon of & mmn’s
hospitle, neaxr to us, mﬁmmhﬂymﬂt&kem into the hospital

with my papers: - le arranged, = bless him! Ve gave her & EXXMIEEX chrigtien
preyer-book, taught her nOur Pother" ete. etc. and I took her to the hespital
and she spent the dreadful 50 days of Budepest siege in the hofpital. - ALl
that you can read it in her own words, described in

Reprint, from Yad Vashem Studies, Vol. VIII.
Jerusalem 1970. ~ vhen she was interwieved in london: = how she was eble to
survive the siege of Budapest. - in 1945 Pebruary! -
Needless to say, how happy we were, to have survived a1l its horrors alive !

After 13th February, when Russien ammy liberated Budapest, - she wes soon
taken to Palestine, Haifa! by aevoplane. =

To end my words I would like to mention that she has visited me after 18
years, when she came to Hungaxry and wae my beloved guest in Budapest and
at the lake Paleton. =

she imsisted me Yo visit her in Haifa - wat, sorry to say that failed
beceuse of my poor health. - To my wom vegret ! Put to this day - we
are corresponidr with each other, with =k the love that binds us togelher
as long as we live!

Hrs.




